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VIA Rail RDCs at speed in Ladysmith, BC, on the Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway. Photo by Richard Parlby.

TRANSPORT 2000 MEETING IN REGINA

30 years ago, a major passenger rail conference was
organized by the Saskatchewan Rail Committee (a fore-
runner to Transport 2000 Prairie) and out of that
meeting was the formation of the national Transport
2000 advocacy group, standing up for pretty much the
same things we stand up for today: Environmentally and
Economically sustainable transportation for the citi-
zens of Canada.

On October 20 and 21st, the organization will re-
turn to its roots and host a “3oth birthday” meeting in
Regina. Transport 2000 Prairie will also host our AGM
to elect a President, Vice-presidents, treasurer and a
secretary. Members of Transport 2000 are welcome to
attend all events, though please encourage everyone to
attend the public meeting on Saturday!

Thursday evening: Dinner for out of town delegates
at the Copper Kettle Restaurant followed by regional
reports.

Iriday, October 20: Board meetings. Members are
invited to observe.

Saturday, October 21, 9-9:30am: T2000 Prairie will
elect officials. Members are urged to attend.

9:30-Noon: Public meeting of the national organiza-
tion. We're commemorating the 3oth anniversary of
Tz2000 with invited speakers Michael Jackson and Frank
Masich, who were founding members in Regina in 1976.

in addition to the previous speakers, we are pleased to
have Jack Peake, the mayor of Cowichan, BC and co-chair
of the Island Corridor Foundation to speak on the renais-
sance of the historic Esquimalt & Nanaimo railway on
Vancouver Island. The ICF is a non-profit consortium of
the municipalities and first nations along the E&N, set up
to ensure the railway remains in place and usable for po-
tential commuter service and tourism on the island.

All events are to take place at St. Paul’s cathedral,
located at the corner of 12th Avenue and McIntyre Street
in Regina. For more information about the meetings or
lodging options for attendees out of town, please phone
Catherine Verrall at 306-569-7699 or by e-mail:
cverrall@transportzooo.ca.

www.transpurtzooo,ca

PAGE 1



¥« WESTERN CANADA NEWSLETTER

SUMMER 2006 EDITION

RIDING THE RAILS

Junerz, 2006,

After sitting on airplanes for two days, like a mummy in

a casket, I took the Amtrak train from Bellingham, Wash-

ington, down to Seattle. It was an extravagant relief from

harsh inanities of aviation. The train cars were new, clean

and luxurious, very unlike the beat-up rolling stock on my

usual Hudson River line (Albany to New York City). The

seats were better than first-class airplane seats. There was a

cafe car serving up hot beverages. The conductors were
cheerful, as if they actually liked what they were doing.

The view out the (clean) windows was supernaturally
beautiful. Loveliness everywhere. The tracks ran along
Puget Sound most of the way. Dark fircovered mountains
spilled down to rocky bays where, here and there, people
were digging — for clams, I supposed. I saw three bald ea-
gles along the way. Also scores of some kind of stately, long-
necked wading bird with a vivid black-and-white blaze on its
cheeks. At other times we passed through farm fields and
orchards. White and pink foxgloves grew wild along tracks
most of the way along with yellow broom and phlox.

As we got closer to Seattle, you saw more people in the
bays, clamming, running their dogs, hugging their girl-
friends. Almost all of them waved at the train as we passed,
as if to say, “Notice how glad we are to be here!”

When the train got to the station in downtown Seattle,
it just stopped and we got off, without ceremony or painful
delay. There was no standing around waiting to be squeezed
out of tube, the way they unload an airplane. I caught a taxi
outside the station door, and five minutes later [ was at my
hotel.

This line along the Pacific Northwest corridor is one of
very few extant passenger rail lines in the whole USA.
There is only one train a day each way between Seattle and
Vancouver, Canada and back -- on which Bellingham is a
stop. The people in charge would probably just as soon not
even run those trains.

But why Americans do not demand to have railroad
service all over the nation is one of the abiding mysteries of
these crack-up years. What a pleasure it was to travel on
that train yesterday What an amenity it would be if people
could travel that way between Cleveland and Columbus, or
Atlanta and Birmingham, or Dallas to Denver, or Albany
and Boston. What a drag it is struggling to get to the air-
port, getting processed through like a piece of meat in a
grinder, and then struggling off to your destination once
you land twenty or thirty miles outside the city you've trav-
eled to — not to mention the alternative insanity of driving
a car three hundred miles, or more, whenever you have to
go somewhere in this moronic republic

By James Kunstler

MAKING PEACE WITH EARTH

Transport 2000 Prairie believes that it is essential
for us to work together with other groups with some
common interests. So we initiated plans for a Making
Peace with Earth Conference, working with the Sas-
katchewan Council for International Cooperation,
Regina EcoLiving, and people of various groups,faiths
and backgrounds. The conference will be held October
28th, 2006, 9am- spm at Knox-Metropolitan United
Church, 2340 Victoria Ave. in Regina, Saskatchewan.

Our aim is to:

» explore the essential inter-
 relationships between peace,
~ social justice, community, and

the natural environment which

sustains us all
~ * empower for action toward
: - change
Keynote speakers will be Dr. Dale Dewar (Physicians
for Global Survival, Canada), and Dr. Nettie Wiebe
(farmer, professor, activist). The opening ceremony will
be given by Elder Isadore Pelltier.

Transport 2000’s workshop is introduced like this:
“The ways we move, vitally impact other issues we care
about: peace, social justice here and around the world,
environmental health, climate upheaval, our own health
and food security. How can we and our governments
move toward transportation modes for a healthier
future? George Wooldridge will be assisted by an intro-
ductory folk drama on the impact of our oil obsession on
Nigeria’s land and people.”

Other workshops will include Canada’s Militarism,
Racism, religious extremism and reconciliation, sustain-
able development, water, responsible energy, and Abo-
riginal Values.

We stand on the brink of massive climate upheaval,
human conflict, and degradation of the interconnected
Earth systems which support all life and all community.
For the first time in this planet’s history, humans have
the power to continue destroying, or to restore our
planet’s wondrous and fragile life-systems. This is our
Great Work. Each of 12 workshops will show the links,
within its own topic. This conference is only one step in
a continuing process of Making Peace With Earth.

For more information, please contact SCIC at 306-
757-4669, by mail to 2138 Mclntyre St. Regina, SK S4P
2R7 or by e-mail to conference@earthbeat.sk.ca.

To register for the conference, please visit:
www.geocities.com/mpweconference

WWW.transport2000.ca
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VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Greetings Transport 2000 western members - I hope
you have all had a safe and enjoyable summer despite the
various upheavals that are afflicting the world.

First, we should acknowledge and celebrate the 3oth
Anniversary of Transport 2000 Canada.

As the first public meeting was held in Regina, Oc-
tober 1976, the national board will be coming to Regina
this year, meeting October 19 and zo. A public meeting
will be held on Saturday morning, Oct. 21, coinciding
with Prairie Transport 2000 An-
nual Membership meeting. Very
special speakers, and location,
are announced elsewhere in this
Newsletter. All members are
welcome to sit in on Board
meetings, and of course to attend
the public meeting on Saturday
morning, with your friends!

Next, sadly 1 must inform
you I have found it necessary,
effective August 12th 2006, to
resign as Vice-President (West) of
Transport 2000 Canada. After 10
years as an officer of both Prairie
Region and Transport 2000
Canada, this was a very difficult
decision for me to make. But I will
continue to work with our growing
and vibrant Prairie Region of
Transport 2000, and assist in any
way I can.

It has been an honour and a great privilege to work
with the many people in both national and regional
Transport who have contributed to this organization
with dedication, tireless work, encouragement, patience
and understanding.

Together it is activists such as these that saw a suc-
cessful adoption of the low income transit passes in
Regina and Saskatoon, assisted the Island Corridor
Foundation on Vancouver Island retain the E+N Railway
and have seen continued investment in Light Rail Transit
in Calgary and Edmonton. However major challenges
remain. Capital funding is required to keep VIA Rail
afloat and put it in a position to expand services across
the country. There is significant need in Saskatoon and
Winnipeg for real rapid transit. Canada needs to re-join
international efforts at reducing CO2 emissions. A
plethora of issues affect our ability to move sustainably —
whether we are going three blocks on foot or bike or
3000 miles by train.

Georgt 1Jooldridge at Exporail

We have many people of great strength and resource
who have been with us for both a long and short time.

People who will meet with MPs, write excellent letters and
articles, confront certain inhospitable elected officials (these
officials claim to “Love” their cities but refuse to take a
stand on historic injustices of denied service to their citizens
and then bully those who point it out to them!), take photos
of us in “action”, amongst hundreds of other tasks great and
small.

People power is our greatest fountain
b of strength. People power has de-
. feated empires, nuclear powers and
overcome some of the most diaboli-
¢ cal evils on earth such as apartheid in
. South Africa. Fighting for better
. public transit (or at times any public
. transit!) is about demanding free-
. dom - the freedom to participate in
| the economy- in society as a whole —
. the freedom for all of us to see and
i experience the beauty of this coun-
L try from coast to coast to coast. Go
. out and seek people to join in this
| struggle, but always making each
' one feel appreciated and respected.
. In an earlier edition of the West-
- ern Newsletter I borrowed from
- Sir Winston Churchill. In this
i edition I venture to the other end
F of the spectrum and borrow from

Erncsto “Che”Guevara by saying “If you
tremble with indignation at climate change or a lack of pub-
lic transit or the neglect of passenger train service then you
are a comrade of mine”.

stk VIA LRC Engine

I will also continue to contribute to this newsletter so
tune in next time!

By George Wooldridge
gwooldridge@transport2000.ca

STUCK IN TRAFFIC: FREE-MARKET
THEORY MEETS THE HIGHWAY LOBBY

I was directed to an article written by Benjamin Ross for
Dissent Magazine abourt the theories of the right-minded folks
wanting to defend their open road in face of the increasing costs
of supplying same to them. A very interesting read, but too long
to publish in these pages. I would suggest you steer your web
browser to: http://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/?article=658.

Joun Calon

Jjcalon@transport2000.ca

www.transport2000.ca
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